uding the 





EN, W.C. 
ies, Fétes, 
satres, and 
vy Scenery. 
ry. Mrs, 















Vol. XXXII.—No. 1662. 


=== 





WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1871. 





ONE PENNY. 








“street. 

TNDRED 
TIES and 
ngst them 
DY, Esq., 
e BONA- 
Kings and 


h of Paris 


-street. 

) group of 
Marquis of 
le of that 


‘at Baker- 
restrset. 
the EM- 
INCH and 
aine, Mar- 


xtra rooms, 


ir the Dra- 
ured, Ad- 
REYNOLDS, 
1d acknow- 


‘ie Club. _ 





ce. addressed 


of Mr F. 
lls Theatre 
3 theatre to 
r the cele- 

and Mr 
favourably 
musements 
wish him 


e o’clock, by 
vy. BESTOW 
fowns, 











The Theatres, &e, 


Nationa Asszmaty Rooms (High Holborn). 
—This splendid and highly respectable place of 
amusement is crowded nightly by visitors from ali 
parts of the metropolis, and we do not wonder, 
seeing 60 many and rare temptations which it 
abounds in. First, the hall is the most elegant, 
classical, and beautiful structure to be found in 
this great city, and is well worth the entrance fee, 
particularly to those who have never been within 
the walls. We decline even to attempt to describe 
the elegance of the interior, for we could only 
give a faint idea of its magnificence, and it can 
only be appreciated by seeing it. The outlay 
must have been immense. The music is grand, 
and is under the able and talented management of 
Mr W. M. Packer, R.A.M., whose selections and 
compositions show the master of the art. The 
band is numerous, and consists of the most 
talented artistes of the present day. The opening 
overtures before the dancing commences are a 
great treat, and there are hundreds of both sexes 
who go early in the eveving for this purpose, 
being a great artistic ovation. The dancing music 
is well selected ; and about 9 o’clock many pri- 
vate parties may be seen coming ia, who join in 
quadrille in a portion of the hall selected for 
themselves. The refreshments are of the best 
quality, and the wines in particular, the proprietor 
being a large dealer in those beverages. ‘The at- 
tendance is all that could be desired, for the em- 
Gos are most attentive, civil, and respectable. 

e bave been led to these remarks from the fact 
of the magistrates complimenting the proprietor, 
Mr Hedgeman, on his application for a renewal of 
his licence, which must have been highly gratify- 
ing to him, when the licence was renewed imme- 
diately, and the chairman remarking it was much 
to the credit of the proprietor for the manner in 
which it was conducted. 





Guope.—Under very favourable auspices, Mr 
H. J. Montague commenced his managerial cam- 
paign here on Saturday, the 7thinst. With Mr 
fl. J. Byron as the author of the comedy, and 
Mesere Comptop, David Fisher, Stephens, Mon- 





—= 


tague; Mesdames Fanny Josephs, Carlotta Addi- 
son, and Larkin, ae actors and actresses therein, 
we need not be surprised at the complete success 
of the opening programme. Mr Byron’s piece is 
a Very good specimen of its class, and seems to 
have been especially written up for the occasion, 
as it is literally crammed full of sparkling dia- 
logue and quick repartees, though for our own 
part we are inclined to the opinion that this kind 
of thing is by this time somewhat over-done. 
However, the audience were pleased, and ex- 
pressed their pleasure enthusiastically. One item 
calls for mention. The well-known ‘ God save 
the Queen,” which was played before the comedy, 
provoked immediately some most unmistakeable 
signs of dissent; in fact, it was vigorously hissed. 
The loyalty, however, of the greater portion of 
the audience was sufficiently strong to partially 
overcome the signs of disfavour by means of op- 
position applause. We mention this fact, but do 
not comment upon it. The theatre looks bright 
and cheerful, and we wish Mr Montague every 
success, especially as that trashy article called 
“burlesque” is to be excluded from his pro- 
gramme. 


O.ympic.—A large assembly, comprising seve- 
ral well-known literary and theatrical celebrities, 
gathered together to ,witness the production, in 
its dramatic form, of Wilkie Collins’ popular 
novel, “ The Woman in White,” on Monday, the 
Oth inst. By his published address, Mr Collins 
had already prepared us to find considerable 
alterations from his book in order to make the 
story compact and interesting on its own merits 
asa play; and while taking leave to differ from 
the distinguished author as to more than one of 
the changes made, we can heartily congratulate 
him on the decided success achieved by the 
*¢ Woman in White” in its new form. This suc- 
cess is due, in a very great measure, to the really 
excellent acting of Miss Ada Dyas in the dual 
parts of Laura Fairlie and Anne Catherick. Re- 
ceived with a very warm welcome, this actress, 
who has been too long absent from the London 
boards, succeeded in rousing the audience to un- 
mistakeably genuine enthusiasm, and was hon- 
oured with special calls and hearty applause dur- 
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ing the progress and at the termination of the 
play. Those who remember this young lady’s 
impressive rendering of the mysterious pale-faced 
servant in ‘‘ Lady Audley’s Secret,” some few 
years ago, at the St. James’s Theatre, will need 
not to be told of her undoubted talent; and to 
those who have yet to make her acquaintance, we 
can safely promise an intellectual treat of no 
mean order. Whether as the poor, half-crazed 
Anne Catberick, with her vengeful hatred of her 
oppressor, and her pity and love for his victim ; 
or as the victim herself, the fair and ill-used 
Laura Fairlie, the actress was alike natural, grace- 
ful, and effective. These and that of Count Fosco, 
by that genial and enjoyable comedian, Mr Geo. 
Vining, were by far the best played, as indeed they 
are naturally the most prominent in the drama. 
Mr Vining’s impersunation of the count, with his 
coo] self-possession, ready cunning, andj‘ impen- 
etrable calm,” was admirable in every respect, 
and elicited the frequent applause of a critical 
audience. First night audiences are indeed, we 
begin to think, taking a favourable turn again, 
and perchance we may see the inevitable improve- 
ment behind the curtain which such a state of 
things would speedily bring about. We may, 
perhaps, record our Opinion that the denoument 
was not quite so good as it might have been, and 
seemed to‘leave the play in an unfinished and in- 
complete state. This, however, may probably be 
remedied in a night or two. Decidedly we should 
recommend some elteration in this concluding 
tableau ; as whether it is right or wrong from an 
art point of view, it certainly did not suit the 
audience on Monday night; nor would it on any 
future occasion. We do not mean that we should 
prefer the everlasting conventional pairing off 
and the long tag, for by this time we are tole- 
rably weary thereof; but still we fancy that a 
more satisfactory termination, or, let us say, one 
more congenial to the ideas of an English audi- 
ence, might be made than the murder of: Fosco 
behind the scenes, and the sight of his wife in 
her agony at the death cries of her husband. The 
part of Marian Halcombe, that high-souled and 
pure-minded woman whom we all loved in the 
novel, was sustained with energy and spirit by 
Mrs Charles Viner, who, in a powerful scene with 
Count Fosco, and subsequently with Laura (re- 
cognised under the guise of Anne Catherick in 
the madhouse), and during which the excitement 
of the audience was intense, displayed much 
tragic force. Countess Fosco is only a slight 
part, but is well played by Miss Daly ; while that 
clever actress Miss Marie Henderson is unfortu- 
nately thrust considerably in the background, in 
the small and thankless part of Mrs Catherick. 
Mr John Billington played Sir Percival with 
great discrimination, and was well dressed and 
made up. Walter Hartright, the hero of the book, 
but the not very prominent personage of the 
drama, was performed by Mr Wybert Reeve, the 
lessee of the Scarborough Theatre, and an author 
of some few comedies, and more recently of a 
very readable novel. He had evidently bestowed 
great care upon the character; but we think 
that his delivery was somewhat too melo-drama- 
tic, and his appearance slightly older than our 
pre-conceived notions} of the said hero, The 


the downfall of Count Fosco, was played by Mr 
F. Robson. The remaining few characters are 
quite subordinate, and are efficiently sustained, 
The most sensational portions of the drama are 
the second and fourth acts; but the interest 
throughout is wonderfully kept up, and the whole 
adaptation is constructed in a masterly and artis- 
tic manner. We have no doubt, judging the pro- 
duction entirely apart frobm the excitement of a 
first night’s performance, that it will suffice to fill 
the Olympic tor many weeks to come. The drama 
was preceded by an insipid farce, somewhat slo- 
venly pertormed, and very coldly received by the 
audience. The house was quite full, and as we 
mentioned before, several whose names are more 
or less favourably fumiliar to the public, were 
amongst those who assisted at the beginning of a 
new life for the “‘ Woman in White.” 


Tueatae RoyaL, Epinpurcu. — Mrs John 
Wood,with Lionel Brough and a few others from 
the St. James’s Theatre, have been performing 
here all last week. The pieces were Milky White 
and La Belle Sauvage. In the first piece Mr 
Alfred Young appears to great advantage as 
Milky White. The (so-called) burlesque La 
Belle Sauvage introduced Mrs Wood to the 
Edinburgh stage for the first time. That she is 
exceedingly, what we may term, “ smart” in her 
acting is about the highest meed of praise we 


-can award her, and that she sings with taste we 


must also admit, but as regards her talents for 
real burlesque, that is answered when we say 
she has not the slightest spark of humour in 
her composition, She is too matter-of-fact to be 
comical, Mr Lionel Brough is not at all im- 
proved since he was here last. His performance 
of John Smith is about the most juvenile attempt 
at trying to be funny we ever saw. He partakes 
more of the buffoon than anything else, and his 
forte lies more particularly down among the 
sawdust, as clown to the ring inacircus, The 
La Belle Sauvage itself as a stage-play is one 
of the most wretched attempts ever perpetrated. 
How it could have “ run’’ so long in London is 
somewhat remarkable; for, at Edinburgh, such 
a piece would never have been tolerated for a 
longer period than that now accorded to it— 
namely, six nights, Fra Diavoto. 


eo 


Amateur Performances, 


——@——- 


Ectretic Hatt.—The Mutual Amateur Club 
gave a performance on the 12thinst. They com- 
menced with a farce entitled The Frenchman in 
Love, a pleasing trifle, tolerably well acted; after- 
wards the difficult play of Romeo and Juliet. It 
was a bold attempt for amateurs; however, we 
were surprised to find all the characters so well 
filled and so perfect in the text. Mr Alfred 
James, as Romeo, showed deep study and perse- 
verance. He is well suited for the part, being 
young, with a pleasing voice, expressive features, 
and excellent delivery. His acting in the balcony 
scene, and in the cell with Friar Lawrence, to say 
the least of it, was most praiseworthy, and would 
have done credit to one of riper years and more 





lively little foreigner, the unwilling instrument of 


experience. He was well dressed for the character, 
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and his demeanour on the stage was buoyant, 
light, and gentlemanly. We understand he is a 
pupil of the celebrated Mr J. T. Harris, the well- 
known Shakespearian reader ; if so, he is a great 
credit to his tutor. Mr B. Corte is another pro- 
mising amateur. He got through the part of 
Mercutio very well, and gave the celebrated lines 
of Queen Mab in a humorous vein; and his dy- 
ing scene was well managed, and applauded. Mr 
H. Turner is deserving of our unqualified praise. 
His reading of the part of Friar Lawrence was 
in every respect to be admired, being given with 
pure pathetic feeling and power. Mr Berry as 
Tybalt was very fair; but a little more dignity 
would have heightened his acting. The comic 
bit of Peter, by G. Esmond, caused much laugh- 
ter. Mr Osborn, as Esca!us, went through his 
role creditably. The other characters were played 
eficiently by Messrs James, Seymour St. 
George, Herbert, King, &c. Miss C. Gordon was 
all that could be desired as Juliet, being well 
acquainted with the text and stage business, and 
as we have stated before, made the balcony scene 
a gem in the performance. Miss Rosseau is a 
very clever, useful actress ; but she did not make 
the character of the nurse oldenough. In other 
respects it was very good. We did not stay to 
see the farce ofthe Rough Diamond,fit being very 
late. The whole was under the able management 
of Mr Darkie, and great credit was due to him; 
also to Mr Brown for the excellent management 
of the scenery. The theatre was very full. 


Tuet:s Dramatic Crvus—On Tuesday, the 
10th inst.,the Thetis Dramatic Club, under the 
managementof Mr R. Horsley Woods, commenced 
their second season of fortnightly Penny Readings 
at the Vestry Hall, Chelsea, in aid of the local 
charitable institutions ; the entertainment on 
Tuesday being in aid of the Consumption 
Hospital, Brompton. The hall was crammed 
with a select and most appreciative audience, 
there being between 800 and 900 present, and 
great numbers were unable to obtain admission. 
The programme was a most attractive one, and 
included the name of Mdlle. Cornelie D’Auka, 
the popular artiste of the Theatres Royal Covent 
Garden, Globe, &c., who had most graciously 
consented to appear and sing her much admired 
song of Beautiful Star, composed by}E. Gaston, 
Esq. The enthusiasm with which this fair 
artiste was received baffles description. The 
pleasant rendering of Beautiful Star was greeted 
with tumultuous applause, the demand for an 
“encore” being complied with by her singing in 
a most sweet and charming manner, Home, 
Sweet Home. The rendering of this latter song 
was listened to with breathless silence and at the 
conclusion the audience rose ‘en masse,” waving 
their hats and handkerchiefs, and cheering till 
the walls trembled. Such excitement has rarely, 
if ever, been seen in Chelsea, and Madlle. 
D’Auka’s kindness in aiding the cause of charity 
cannot be too highly spoken of, and such kind- 
ness might well be copied with advantage by 
many of our leading artistes. Mdlle. D’Auka has, 
we believe, promised to appear again on the 24th 
instant. The manager must be congratulated 
upon the immense success attending the opening 
entertainment, 


~ 





THE LATE MR HEPMAN. 


It is with sincere regret we have te record 
the death of Mr Hepman, the proprietor of the 
Eclectic Hall, Denmark-street, Soho, which took 
place on Tuesday, the 3rd inst., after a long and 
painful illness, borne with much Christian 
fortitude. Some months back he had a severe 
fall, which injured his arm, and he was obliged 
to undergo a severe surgical operation; and 
from loss of blood and decrease of appetite 
never rallied, Mr Hepman was greatly re- 
spected by a numerous acquaintance, and his 
neighbours appear to be much depressed at his 
death. He wasa kind-hearted and worthy man, 
and his loss will be severely felt by those who 
had reason to estimate his general kindness. 

The funeral rites took place on Friday last at 
Willesden, when a great number of his friends 
attended the mournful ceremony, amongst whom 
we noticed the following: Mesdames Clara 
Gordon, Alice Gordon, Alice Percy, and many 
other whose names we do not recollect. Mr 
Alfred Darkie’ represented by desire the mem- 
bers of the various dramatic clubs, who we are 
informed are about presenting the mournful 
widow with a benefit or testimonial, and we 
hope their exertions will terminate succesfully. 

ee 


TABnATRE RoyA, SADLER’S WELLS.—This fa- 
vourite theatre, so long associated with the for- 
mer triumphs of Mrs Warner and Messrs Phelps 
and Greenwood, is announced to open on Satur- 
day, October 21, for a lengthened season, under 
the able management of Mr F. Belton, a gentle- 
man well known and highly popular to the play- 
going public, and formerly of the Theatres Royal 
Princess, Lyceum, Olympic, &c. In his address 
to the public, Mr Belton pledges himself to do 
his best to revive past glories, and restore to the 
old walls its former prestige—a promise which, 
knowing Mr Belton’s unflagging enterprise, we 
doubt not but he will fulfil to the very letter. 
The performances announced are the Moreean, 
Braving the Winds, and the admired drama of 
the Marble Heart, Mr Belton appearing in the 
latter as Rapael Duchatelet. The theatre has 
undergone a thorough re-embellishment, aud the 
obnoxious box and other fees are abolished. Mr 
A. B. Viner is the acting manager. 


The Miss M, Henderson whois engaged for the 
forthcoming play at Astley’s, is not the Marie 
Henderson who played Helena so beautifully at 
the Queen's, in the recent revival of the J/id- 
summer Night’s Dream, but is the lady who for 
the last four years has successfully pourtrayed the 
leading characters at the Britannia Theatre. The 
similarity of names might lead to confusion. 

Madlle. Amalia, the juvenile actress, is engaged 
by Mr Chatterton for his Christmas pantomime. 

The news from America concerning theatricals 
is not very important, Mr Creswick and Mies 
Cushman are performing at Booth’s Theatre. 
Miss Lydia Thompson has had presented to her 
some jewellery on the termination of her engage- 
ment at Wallack’s Theatre. Leah has been pro- 
duced at Wood’s Museum; and Mr Charles 
Mathews has commenced an engagement at the 
Arch-street ‘Theatre, Philadelphia, Mr F, 
Robinson is at Syracuse. 
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NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


II. Woopvs.—The letter came too late to attend. 

Amos.—We do not go five miles and give a notice without our 
fare there and back. 

W.N.—We are obliged by your communication, We hope 
you are enjoying yourself at the seaside. 

Veratis.—We cannot go into a paper war. We do not expect 
perfection in amateurs, but we are of opinion we should 
give them encouragement, or how is the stage to be supplied 
for the future. As for the Era, it is all bosh, 

Minton is sincerely thanked for his kindness and good wishes. 


IMPORTANT. 

GF" It is requested that all business communications and 
advertisements (prepaid) be sent to the Printers, 3354, Strand 
(top floor); but all private letters, tickets for performances, 
&c., to Mr W. BESTOW, 20, Freperick-street, King’s Cross- 
road. N 
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THE BRITISH DRAMA. 
BY JOHN FREDK. ROWE, 
Author of “The Banner of old England—a National 
Song,” &c., Ke. 

In this age of moral, political, and social 
disorganisation, an author or song writer 
who labours to impart a sound, healthy tone of 
feeling to society, finds few patrons, and re- 
mains unappreciated by those whom David 
Garrick, the actor and comedian, addressed 
once at a theatre as 
‘‘ The sons of iron, copper, brass, and steel, 
Who have not heads to think, nor hearts to feel.” 

The profession of literature is an arduous 
one, requiring much toil, deep study, and 
talent of no mean order; and on reading the 
lives of our British poete, we are led to exclaim, 
in the language of Johnson, 

‘* What numerous ills the scholar’s life assail— 
Toil, envy, want, the patron, and the jail!” 

Men of the greatest genius and learning have 
devoted their abilities to the adornment of the 
Thespian art, and the improvement of the Bri- 
tish drama, which for centuries past has firmly 


tyranny of dogmatism, and the false prejudices 
of the fastidious and demure. Shakespeare, 
Nicholas Rowe, the great tragedian and poet 
laureate, who flourished in the time of 
Queen Anne, Otway, who perished of hunger, 
Dryden, Addison, and rare Ben Jonson, have 
shed an imperishable lustre round the British 
drama by their sparkling wit and deep know- 
ledge of human nature and its various passions, 
Shakespeare, the greatest genius the world has 
produced since the time of the Romans, touched, 
with the magic wand of fancy, a truthful por- 
traiture of human nature existing in high and 
low, rich and poor, learned and unlearned, 
Rowe moved the human heart to its inmost 
depths by his tragedies of Jane Shore, Lady 
Jane Grey, the Fair Penitent, and Tamerlane. 
Sheridan, by his brilliant wit and satire, in his 
School for Scandal, and other plays, popular- 
ised the British drama. A man of genius can 
no more divest himself of freedom of opinion 
than the freedom of his face, and great wits 


rank; and our great dramatists who have held 
“the mirror up to nature,’’ have earned a 
world-wide fame, such as the dramatic authors 
of the present day can never hope to obtain; 
for itis to be regretted that we have no poets 
nor dramatic authors existing equal, for original 
genius, to those whose fame exists even to the 
present time, though centuries have passed 
since their works were first made known to the 


world. 
—_—~— 


POPULAR ACTORS.—LYVIII. 
PENLEY, 


A D.L. actor, born in 1772 and married at 
the early age of 19. The first character of 
importance given him by his brother, of whose 
company he was a member, was Goldfinch. 
He was eo successful in it that he repeated it 
several nights to full houses in Kent and 
Sussex. In 1798 he joined Hughes’s troupe 
at Weymouth, when George III. and “ snuffy” 
Charlotte were at their favourite watering- 
place, and being often at the theatre they were 
struck with the acting of Mr and Mrs Penley. 
In 1801 His Majesty commanded the perform- 
ance every play night (four times a week) dur- 
ing his stay; he actually went to the play that 
summer fifty-one nights following ! and so very 
punctual was he that he was never known to 
be a minute beyond the hour of beginning. 
The same season there was a grand {éte at 
Radipole, three miles from Weymouth, given 
by the Queen and Princesses, at which Elliston, 
the Taylors of D.L., the Penleys, &c., assisted. 
They each personated several characters; 
while our hero appeared as a cook, and in- 
vited their Majesties to dinner, reciting the 





withstood the persecutions of bigotry, the 


bill of fare in verse ; he was next a Jew pedlar, 


will pay no homage to men of wealth or high . 
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sang @ song, and like Autolycus, sold them 
trinkets at the fair; he then spoke an address 
in the character of Scrub ( Beaux’ Stratagem) 
riding on an ass; and here a whimsical cir- 
cumstance took place; on riding up to the 
Royal party and a numerous retinue he was 
surrounded by them, and a detachment of light 
cavalry in attendance made a ring in the rear. 
After delivering the address, Penley turned 
round to make his exit, but as the soldiers had 
no orders to let him pass, he endeavoured to 
break the ranks; his grotesque appearance, 
added to the applause and shouts, made the 
horses prance and snort, and let him out, to 
the delight of the royal visitors, His Majesty 
exclaiming with a hearty laugh ‘“‘ He’s broke 
the ranks—he’s broke the ranks!” Her 
Majesty adopted one of Penley’s sons and 
sent him to India. After staying at Liverpool 
for two years be appeared at D.L. in 1805 as 
the Mock Duke, a part made famous by 
Collins. 
Acres. He also played several of Bannister’s 
parts, and was considered by some almost as 
clever as the great comedian. Penley was a 
man whom every one respected and esteemed. 
He had a family of eight children. 

For two seasons he was with Arnold at the 
English Opera House, where he played Harry 
Hawser in the Shipwreck, &c. 


—_————— 


REVIVAL OF THE LEGITIMATE. 

FEELING intense interest in the present 
movement which has for its object the rebabili- 
tation of tle National drama we extract from 
the pages of a high-class contemporary the 
following animated conversation between a 
handsome young nobleman, Lord Chessington, 
and an enthusiastic and beautiful girl, Ianthe, 
who has already essayed her powers on the 
stage, and to whom the young aristocrat has 
for the second time made a proposal of 
marriage—this time with success :— 

‘ As to your position, Ianthe, I believe you 
were very proud of it; you thought it a grand 
thing to be a great actress.’ 

‘Of course I was proud of it’ she replied. 
‘Do you think there is nothing noble in 
placing on the stage a faint presentment of 
frome woman conceived by Shakspere—a 
Rosalind, or Beatrice, perhaps an Ophelia or 
Desdemona? I found measureless delight in 
taking part ir a poetic play,’ 

* 


‘If I am ever to be Mra Harry, or Countess 
of Chessington, or whatever it is, you must 
promise me one thing; we shall have a rice 
theatre fitted up, and you will let me have 
some good amateur acting.’ 

‘My child, you shall have all your whims 
gratified ; ard as to that particular fancy I 
like it hugely. Just now; when there’s no 
first-rate acting at the public theatres, I think 





His next characters were Scrub and | 








a private theatre might be made the pleasantest 
thing possible. Ill do it for its own sake as 
well as for yours. There is plenty of room at 
the castle, and we won’t only act classical plays ; 
we’ll encourage young poets to write for us, 
and find out if there is no dramatic genius left 
in the race that produced Shakspere and Ben 
Jonson, Marlow, and Massinger, Wycherley 
and Farquhar.’ 
* % % 

‘I shall act myself in both tragedy and 
comedy, and be quite delighted when they 
throw me bouquets, I shall treat lawyers 
and people of that sort as I treat my servants 
—with civil condescension—but poets and 
artists I shall receive as if they were princes, 
which indeed they are when they are of the 
first force.’ 

‘I agree with you in everything. You and 
I may do something for letters and art, I don’t 
know that I can act; I might perhaps play 
the First Gravedigger in Hamlet.’ 

‘You could play Hamlet himself if you 
tried. Imean to see #f amateur acting can’t 
be developed into excellence, now that there is no 
professional acting; and you say you will 
encourage authors, I think between the two, 
we ought to do something.’ 

‘I think we oughtindeed. The experiment 
shall be tried, at any rate. It may cost less to 
find an author who shall run Shakspere close 
than to win a Derby.’ 

Noblesse oblige. Terse adage seldom 
verified. What could a noble of England do 
more wise than attempt to revive that famous 
drama that gave the world its greatest man, 
and which has now been pushed out of the 
way by burlesque and melo-drama that delight 
the plebs. 


— —— 

The Wizard of the North (Mr Anderson) has 
lately been giving his feats of legerdemain in 
Manchester with his usua! success. The resump- 
tion of the Tichborne trial will bring the pro- 
fessor of magic before the public in the light of a 
witness for the claimant, who it appears was 
acquainted with him in Australia. Mr Anderson 
will be able to prove that he was presented by 
De Castro with a whip, which he frequently used 
when performing the outlaw in Zod Loy. 

HayMARKET.—On Monday night t e lessee, 
Mr Buckstone, made his first appearance since 
his severe indisposition, and we were glad to see 
him looking so well. He was received by a 
most numerous and respectable audience with 
the utmost favour, and the applause was enthu- 
siastic, which was continued fer some time be- 
fore he was allowed to proceed with his part, 
that of Acres, in the comedy of the Livals, a 
character he has always gained public favour 
in, and which he so bumorously personifies. 
The play was admirably cast and acted, and the 
audience appeared delighted. There is no other 
theatre where this charming comedy could be 
done so much justice to. After the comedy, the 
amusing drama, One Good Turn deserves another, 
was gone through, 
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PRESENTATION TO MR HALLIDAY. 


Tus popular playwright’s drama of Amy 
Robsart has met with unequivocal success at the 
Nottingham Theatre Royal. ‘The acting is 
good, and the ecenic effects have been 
executed in a masterly mauner by the clever 
artist, Mr Edward Ryan, who bas “ many a time 
aud oft ” received special marks of approbation 
from the crowded audiences which have flocked 
to the theatre. So snecessful has been the piece 
that on Monday a very novel ceremony took 
place. At theclose of Amy Rodsart, the whole 
company adjourned to the greev-room, were a 
few influential gentlemen bad already assembled. 
Champagne having been served round, Mr Frank 
Musgrave came forward and said ;— 


Mr Halliday, I wish in the presence of a few 
friends, and of the ladies and gentlemen of my 
company, to present you with a small token of 
my great esteem and regard. It would not be- 
come me to dwell upon your eminence asa 
dramatic writer, but I may say that I have en- 
joyed your friendship for many years, and that 
I have counted it among the chief distinctions 
and pleasures of my life. I am prompted to 
this act by a deep appreciation of your kind- 
ness in coming down here to give us the ad- 
vantage of your taste and experience in the pro- 
duction of your great drama, and in offering for 
your acceptance this ring—whicb so imperfectly 
expresses the fullness of my good wishes—I 
must express the hope that you may enjoy 
honour, prosperity, and long life. 


Mr Musgrave then handed to Mr Halliday a 
superb ring, set with diamonds and turquoise, 
Mr Andrew Halliday said ;— 

Mr Musgrave, you have indeed designed a 
pleasant surprise for me, for I hardly know how 
to thank you for this beautiful present. Its 
intrinsic worth, which is evident at a glance, 
forms its secondary value to me, for I look upen 
it as the expression of the feelings to which you 
have given such flattering utterance. This is 
not the only pleasant surprise I have had in 
Nottingham, I was—as you know—present at 
your performance on Saturday evening, and I 
was charmed with the splendour with which 
Notre Dame was put upon the stage, and the 
fidelity with which its leading characters were 
represented, 1 have been to many theatres in 
London and the provinces, but I do not hesitate 
to say that I saw on Saturday night scenery 
more effective, and acting more powerful, than 
I ever observed before. I say this entirely with- 
out affectation, and only in the conviction that 
it is strictly due to you. Mr Musgrave, I regard 
this ring asa proof that the production of my 
drama was highly successful in a managerial 
point of view, but I am sure I owe it even more 
to your own good feeling. I accept it both with 
pride and pleasure, and I assure you that your 
act of to-night will always bea most agreeable 
episode in my memory. 


-— 
—— 





Mire Carlotta Leclercq has been playing lately 
at the Theatre Royal, Brighton. This week she 
is suceeeded by Mr J. Clarke in his original 
parts in Society and Ours, 


ALEXANDRA PALACE TONTINE, 

LecTuRes explanatory of the distinctive 
features of this tontine were delivered by Mr 
R. W. M. Johnson during the past week at the 
Dover Castle, Southwark; the Masonic Hall, 
Wood Green; and the Drill Hall, Couch End, 
and in each place the proposal was favourably 
received, The citizens of the borough assembled 
in large numbers at the-first-named meeting and 
resolved to give the undertaking their entire 
support. At the Wood Green meeting the feel- 
ing was universal that it was for the benefit of 
the neighbourhood that the palace and grounds 
should be opened as early as possible as a place 
of public recreation, but still there were some 
questions raised with respect to some legal points 
in relation to the trust deed by Mr Lewis of 
Ely-place, end one or two other attorneys, 
These questions the lecturer, not being a lawyer, 
confessed his inability to answer, but referred 
his catechists to the prespectus and the registered 
articles of association, At the Crouch End 
meeting the following evening the same ques- 
tions were raised, when Sir William Bodkin, 
who presided, stated that he as a man of business 
and of legal experience, bad made himself 
thoroughly acquainted with all the features of 
the scheme before he would consent to preside 
at that meeting, and so satisfied was he of the 
bona-fides of the undertaking that he had taken 
a large number of shares. This announcement 
was received with cheers, and gave confidence to 
those present in respect to the main point, about 
which they felt any difficulty. Several gentlemen 
announced their intention to support the scheme. 


| 


Astley’s is announced to be opened on Saturday 
next, under the direction of the Messrs Sanger, 
who promise stage and ring performances on an 
extended scale, A new spectacular drama, en- 
titled The Last of the Race, is to be produced. 
For this 150 Arabs have been engaged. A very 
old worker in the equestrian department, Mr 
Pendar, has been secured as acting-manager. 

On Saturday last, says the Bristol Daily Post, 
Mr Joseph Eldred, the popular comedian of the 
Olympic Theatre, London, who is in Bristol for 
the purpose of superintending the rehearsals of 
Litile Nell, in which he has produced so great an 
impression by his acting as the malevolent Quilp, 
had a narrow escape of being drowned in the 
floating-harbonr. Mr Eldred had occasion to 
cross the quay, and being pressed for time, and 
the drawbridge being open for the passage of 
some shipping, he engaged a wherry to take him 
across. The boatman, it is believed, had been 
imbibing something stronger than the aqueous 
element, and the consequence was that the boat 
capsized and its occupants turned into the float. 
The lookers-on were much alarmed, but, happily, 
the distinguished actor and his Charon were 
brought safely to shore, both of course well 
drenched by their immersion, for Mr Eldred had 
sunk twice, but without, it is hoped, having sus- 
tained any serious damage. It is somewhat 
remarkable that Quilp, Mr Eldred’s embodiment 
of which is said to be so extraordinary, himself 
met his end, according to Dickens’s. matchless 





story, in the waters of the Thames, 
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"REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 


ALLIANCE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Manager, Mr A. 
Westbrook ; Secretary, Mr R. Balley, No. 10, Serle- 
street, Lincoln’s Inn; to whom all communications 
should be addressed. 


BELGRAVE DRAMATIC CLUB, Established 
1870.—Club room ‘* Queen Arms,’? Warwick-street, 
Pimlico, S.W. Acting-Manager, Mr C. Pollett; 
Stage-Manager, Mr Ik. Christie; Hon, Sec. and 
Treasurer, Mr W. Miller. For particulars as to ad- 
mission, &c., in this select club, apply by letter to the 
Sec. as above. 


BELGRAVE STROLLERS. Registered.—This first- 
class West-End Dramatic Club meet for rehearsal 
every Monday Evening at 8 o’clock at their Club 
Room at Harris’s Music Library, 33, Rathbone-place, 
W. Musical Director, Leader, and Composer, Mr 

cone R. W. Harding, R.A.M.; Stage-manager, 

My George Field; acting-manager and secretary, Mr 

Henry Walgrave, to whom all communications must 

be addressed. 


CITY MUSICAL AND DRAMATIC SOCIETY.— 
This Dramatic Class meets for rehearsal every Wed- 
nesday evening at 8 o’clock in Albion Hall, London 
Wall. Manager, Mr F. M. Wenborn; hon. sec, for 
Dramatic Class, Mr A. Tracey Middleton; hon. secs. 
for the Society, Mr J, H, Caseley, and Mr W. Bourne, 


COMEDIANS.—Meet every Monday evening at 8 
o'clock, at 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy-square, W. All 
applications for admission of new members te be made 
to the secretary at the above address. President and 
secretary, Mr G, Wood. Managers, Messrs Walter 
Franklen and George Pauncefort. 


COMUS DRAMATIC CLUB.—tThis first-class West- 
End Club assembles every Wednesday evening at 7, 
at 45, Chancery-lane, W.C. For particulars as to ad- 
mission for members or for performances, apply b 
letter to the Acting-Manager at the Club-room. }. 
> Buckstone, Esq., T. R, Haymarket, Hon, Presi- 

ent. 


MUTUAL DRAMATIC CLUB.—Meet every Thurs- 
day evening at 8.30 at the PLoucH Tavern, Museum- 
street, Oxford-street. Manager, Mr B. Corte; 
secretary, Mr ALFD. JAMES. Rules may be had on 
application. 


REYNOLDS’ THESPIAN DRAMATIC CLUB, 44, 
Sun-street, ‘inshury-square, meet for Rehearsal 
every Wednesday evening at 8 o'clock; entrance’ foe, 
ls. ; terms nominal ; members free from alk responsi- 
bility ; every requisite procured, Professional instruc- 
tion given; an advantage given over all other drama- 
tic Clubs. Performances will take place when perfe t, 
in which Mr Reynolds will appear, assisted by his 
pupils. For particulars address with stamp for reply, 
to Edwin Reynolds, Tragedian, as above. 


SIDDONIAN DRAMATIC CLUB. Est. 1862. 
Every Thursday evening at 9 at the ‘‘ Plough’’ 
Tavern, Museum-street, Oxford-street. Manager, 
Mr H Williams ; stage-manager, Mr John Caffrey ; 
treasurer, Mr J, Cantor ; secretary, Mr Sam. Thomas, 


THETIS DRAMATIC CLUB. Established 1868.— 
Meetings every Tuesday at 7.30. For particulars, as to 
performances or admission into this select club, apply 
to the Acting-Manager, Mr R. Horsley Woods, 37, 
Markham-square, Chelsea, S.W. 








Applications to be addressed as,above, 





It is reported that a version of Pickwick is in 
preparation at the Lyceum Theatre. Mr Addison 
is to be Pickwick, Mr Irving Jingle, and Mr 
Belmore Sam. 

A comic opera by Mr Mallandine, entitled 
Paquita, is ready for presentation at the Royalty 
Theatre as soon as Chilperic abdicates. 





THE 


ALEXANDRA PALACE 
MUSWELL HILL ESTATE TONTINE, 


To terminate on the 30th June, 1886. 





Trustees. 
John Clutton, Esq., Whitehall-place. 
John Hackblock, Esq., Bolton Garden. 
John Horatio Lloyd, Esq., Inner Temple. 


Executive Committee, 


John Frederic Kerr. John Berradaile, Esq. 

Sir Wm. Wiseman, Bart. | John Alldin Moore, Esq. 

John Parson, Esq. Granville R. Ryder, Esq. 

James Goodson, Esq. Charles Magnay, Esq. 
Robert Fowler, Esq. 


Certificates representing 850,000 guineas (of which 
ls. of each guinea is to be appropriated to Insurance 
of Subscribers, will be issued at the following rates :— 


A (or Single Right) Certificates..each £1 1 0 


_ 
B(or 10 Right) do... 1010 0) 28 
CO (or 25 Right) 60.40? seenheeoit ue 28 
Dor 450 Right) GS... 60nen+ OA 2e 10 Aes 
E (or 100 Right) UO, . se,.9,100 0 OY MS 


Certificates pass to and entitle the bearer :— 

1. To participation in the proceeds of sale of the 
property if the representative life upon which the 
Tontine privilege depends shall be living on the 
30th June, 1886. 

2. To the receipt from a life assurance of the sum 
of 20s. in respect of each guinea paid upon any Cer- 
tificate, if the representative life shall die before the 
30th June, 1886. 

8. To Freo Admissions to the Palace and Park. 

4. To participation in Art Union Distributions to 
be held once in every three years when arranged. 
Probable number of Prizes at each Distribution, 
10,895, representing in value £100,000. Prizes 
varying from £500 to £2. 

/This being a ‘ Trust,” Subscribers incur no Lia 
bility, and must benefit. 


Prospectuses, with fall particulars and forms of 
application, may be obtained at the Offices of the 
Company, 5 and 6, Great Winthester-street Build- 
ings, London, E.C. 


= 





Mr Fourness Rolfe is engaged for the season at 
Sadler’s Wells commencing on Saturday next. 


Hottoway’s OrntMeNt AND Pitis. — Flatu- 
lency, Nausea Indigestion.—Nothing depresses 
the mind more rapidly, or wears out the body 
mich faster, than a stomach incapable of fully 
digesting its food, Indigestion renders life so 
miserable that from it spring most of the suicides 
which daily shock our nerves. If Holloway’s 
Pills be taken regularly for a time, and his Oint- 
ment be twice daily rubbed over the digestive 
organs, these melancholy symptoms will soon 
cease, and pleasurable thoughts succeed the dis- 
mal forebodings engendered by dyspepsia, and 
which drive the sufferer to misery and despair. 
Holloway’s priceless preparations, by briskly act- 
ing on the liver, and other internal organs, have 
stood prominently forward for the wonderful 
cures they have effected. 
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NATIONAL ASS 


218, HIGH 


EMBLY ROOMS, 


HOLBORN. 


: oe POPULAR, COMMODIOUS, anp ELEGANTLY DECORATED BALL ROOM IS OPEN 
EVERY EVENING for 


CONCERT AWN 
Every attention is paid to en 


D DANCING. 
sure the comfort of visitors. 


The well-known Excellent BAND plays nightly selections of the newest and best Compositions, including the 
Princess Louise Waltz, Lord of Lorne Lancers, and Bride of Lorne Quadrille. 


Doors open at Half-past Eight. 


Close at Twelve o’clock,. 


Admission throughout the establishment 1s, 
Musical Director, Mr, W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





| PAMPH ILON 
Hotel and Arestanrant, 


27, BRYDGES STREET, STRAND. 
UNDER ENTIRE NEW MANAGEMENT OF 
JOBIN FART, 

And ef the Northumberland Arms, Russell-street, 
Covent Garden. 


DINNERS A LA CARTE. 

HOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till1, 
SOUPS, FISH, ENTREES, CUTLETS, AND 
TRIPE, &e. 

WINES, SPIRITS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY. 

HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 
BASS'S Ales, REID'S Celebrated Stout, and Fine Scotch 
Ales, on draught. 

GOOD BEDS. 





"© I thank God, Ihave been so well brought up that I can 
write my name,”—2 ** Henry VI.,’’ act 4, scene 2. 


WARBURTON’S 
SHAKSPERE COPYSOOKS. 


No. I., PRICE SIXPENCE. 











MILE COPIES set in these BOOKS consist of care- 

_ fully selected passages from SHAKSPERE’S plays, 
so that the pupil, whilst writing the Exercises, may at 
the same time be impressed with many of the noble 
lessons inculeated by the great poet. 


Cassell, Petier, and Galpin, Ludgate Hill, London. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Art. 

AMUEL MAY, ‘Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow-street, 
kL) Covent-garden, will be glad to treat with Ladies and 
Gentlemen engaged in AMATEUR PERFORM- 
ANCES forthe SALE or HIRE of STAGE COS- 
TUME. A large assortment of every necessary for the 
same. WARDROBES MADE TO ORDER. Per- 
sons about to follow tue profession will do well to give 
Mr MAY an order for an outfit ; costume, elegance, 
economy, and punctuality all studied, Mind the address, 

SAMUEL MAY, 35, BOW STREET. 


THE EDITOR'S BENEFIT. 

A Committee having been formed to carry out this 
object, Mr E. Reynoxps, who has kindly offered his 
services as manager, begs the co-operation of ladies and 
gentlemen who wish to forward his views, and any in- 
formation as to time and place may be ascertained by 





KING’S CROSS THEATRE, 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21. 


For the Benefit of Mr John Knight. 


At 7, THE BLUE DEVILS. Messrs Sanford, Por- 
ter, Dando, John Knight, and Miss Fanny Brough, 
George Nash, the great Comic Singer.—THE HONEY- 
MOON. Messrs Warr, Sanford, Thurlow, Porter, 
Dando, Bates, Hayter, Williams, and Mesdames Victor, 
Archer, and Humphreys. To conclude with JESSY 
VERE, or The Return of the Wanderer. Jacob Thorne, 
Mr John Knight. Messrs White, Langford, Lock, 
Harvey, Bates, and John Charles (late of the Grecian), 
Mesdames Fanny Brough, Harrison, and Mrs Montague. 





Madame Tussaua’s Exhibition Baker-street. 
N VIEW, upwards of THREE HUNDRED 
') PORTRAIT MODELS of CELEBRITIES and 
characters of the present and past times ; amongst them 
portrait models of the lateGEORGE PEABODY, Esq., 
the late Madame GRISI, and Prince Pierre BONA- 
PARTE. Also, the entire line of English Kings and 
Queens from William the Conqueror. 
New and magnificent court dresses by Worth of Paris 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
OW ADDED a magnificent marriage group of 
H.R.H. the Princess LOUISE and the Marquis of 
LORNE, the attire being an exact fac-simile of that 
worn in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor. 
Passengers by Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker- 
street Station. 





Madame Tussaud’s Exhibition, Baker-street. 
N VIEW, PORTRAIT MODELS of tho EM- 
PEROR and EMPRESS of the FRENCH and 
PRINCE IMPERIAL; also Marshal Bazaine, Mac- 
shal Canrobert, General Trochu, &c. 
Admission, 1s. ; children under ten, 6d. ; extra rooms 
6d,—Open from 9 a.m, till 10 p.m. 





The Stage. The Stage. 
ADIES and GENTLEMEN prepared for the Dra- 
matic Profession and Engagements procured. Ad- 

dress, stamped envelope for reply, to Eowi1N REYNOLDS, 
Tragedian, 44, Sun-street, Finsbury. 

Amateur performances superintended and acknow- 
ledged. Stage business taught, 

N.B.— Members wanted for a new Dramatic Club. 





King’s Cross Theatre. 
PPLICATIONS respecting the above to be addressed 
to JNo. Dr¥DEN, 7, Euston-road. 








Mr Henry Neville is engaged at the Vaudeville 
Theatre, and will appear in Mr Albery’s next 
attempt. 








Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock, by 
Vickers at 317, Strand, for the Proprietor, W. BESTOW‘ 





inquiring at his residence, 44, Sun-st., Finsbury-sq. 


To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 
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